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INDIAN CREEK NEWSLETTER
May 2022

The Trees of Indian Creek – Maple 
by Greg Beneze 

Trees are the “lungs of the earth” – leafy organisms that produce the oxygen we breathe in and 
recycle the carbon dioxide we breathe out. And not only do trees clean the air we breathe, there is 
also evidence that spending time in the woods is calming and can be therapeutic. In fact, in some 
countries, it is not uncommon for doctors to prescribe time in the woods for their patients. We are 
very fortunate, in Indian Creek, to live surrounded by trees.  

Among the many species in our woods is the maple tree, whose scientific name is Acer. Maple trees 
are the most common tree in the United States. There are over 130 different species of Maple, of 
which 13 are native to North America.  Most of the maples in our woods are either Sugar Maples or 
Silver Maples, although Red Maples, Norway Maples, Japanese Maples, and the Autumn Blaze can 
be seen in the subdivision.  Maple trees are easy to recognize because they have a distinctive leaf, 
and a seed that twirls in the wind like a helicopter when it falls.  

	

In the spring, the Red Maple is one of the first trees to bud, producing a red flower, that is either male 
or female.  In autumn, the maple leaves add yellow, orange, and red to our fall colors. 
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Maples are fast growing trees. The wood is commonly used in furniture making and flooring.   

Maple is also considered a tonewood, which means that it carries sound waves well. Violins, violas, 
cellos, and double basses all have components made from maple. Drums and some woodwind 
instruments (like the bassoon) are made from maple.  The necks on guitars and electric guitar 
bodies are often made using maple. 

Maple trees are an important source of pollen for honeybees as they are waking up from hibernation 
in early spring. 

But maple trees are probably most famous as the source for producing maple syrup. The Algonquian 
tribes of the northwestern United States and western Canada developed the art of processing maple 
sap into maple sugar, maple syrup, and taffy candy. Thank you!  A maple tree must be around 30 
years old before it is tapped for its sap. It takes between 40-50 gallons of sap to produce 1 gallon of 
syrup.  Harvesting the maple tree’s sap for syrup does not harm the tree. 

Finally, for you whiskey drinkers, the charcoal made from maple trees is required in the making of 
Tennessee whiskey (like Jack Daniels) using the Lincoln County Process (the technique used for 
almost all Tennessee whiskey). 

The next time you are waking the woods, take time to admire the grove of old maples.  Find them by 
walking to the end of the gravel walking path (located near the bridge) and then turning left into the 
big open field. 

Towanda Home & Community Education (HCE) will next meet on Monday, May 9, at 
6:30 pm in the Towanda Community Building. We will learn about CSA’s (Community 
Supported Agriculture), program presented by Jennifer Miller.  

The minor lesson for May is: Canadian Territories of Yukon and Nunavut. Contact 
Cindy Kelley, 309-824-4797 for more information. 

Plans are being made for the July 3rd Spaghetti Supper, 4:30-6:30 pm at the Towanda Community 
Building. Save the date! Details later. 

Other May McLean County HCE activities to consider attending are listed below.

• May 1, 1-5p @ Old Rugged Barn, Towanda for May Day celebration and HCE has a bake 
sale booth. 309-824-4797.

• May 9, 9a-2p @ Farm Bureau for HCE Community Service Day where attendees will make 
fabric microwave bowls. These will be distributed to attendees at the June 30-July 3 2022 
National IFYE Conference in Normal, 309-533-1135.

• May 16, 9a-12n @ Farm Bureau “Container Herb Gardening” class to learn about potting 
your very own herb garden, by master gardener, Jane Smith. Everyone to go home with a 
small pot of chives. Fees: HCE member/$3, Guests/$5. RSVP by May 9 to 309-825-8458.

Towanda HCE

HCE
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Water Hydrant Flushing Schedule - 2022
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Businesses:
Classified

For Hire:
Bailee Harmon is available to pet sit, babysit, and to do other household chores such as water 
plants/flowers and cleaning. Please contact Bailee at (309) 530-8279 or her mom, Hallie 
Harmon at (309)530-5360. 

Aubrey Thomas is available for childcare and pet care. She has taken the Safe Sitter course 
and is experienced with taking care of several animals. Aubrey is a Junior at NCHS. Please call 
or text her at 309-532-7522.  

Lydia Lueschen is available for babysitting. She is 16 years old and has completed a 
babysitting course along with being CPR certified. Please call or text her mom - Dallas 
Lueschen- at 309-826-1868.

We have had some requests for folks to drive slower through the 
subdivision and to stop at the stop signs within the subdivision.  
Some people are driving very fast and several times when residents 
were walking their dogs, they witnessed people driving through stop 
signs.  That’s not a safe situation for kids who are out playing, people walking dogs, and/or kids 
riding their bikes.  Given our group of young drivers in the subdivision, as parents remind your 
young drivers to be cautious, courteous and adhere to the stop signs. Thanks!

Indian Creek Drivers


